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Students in Mrs. Spielman’s class are showing off  their Gyotaku fish prints!

Art 
Once  again,  sixth  grade  art  students  created  delightful  clay  monsters.  This 
project has become a staple in the art  room and we always look forward to 
seeing  what  creative  ideas  the  students  have.  We also  painted  adorable  pet 
portraits, beautiful landscapes, or beloved stuffed animals.  Students finished 
the quarter learning about Gyotaku fish printing. Our students were fortunate 
to  create  impressive  prints  with  rubber  fish  on  loan  from Reinstein  Woods 
Nature Preserve.  Some work will be kept in the art room until the Spring for 
the District Art Show and Middle School Art Show.  Artwork is also displayed 
in our online art gallery.   CLARENCE SCHOOLS ONLINE ART GALLERY
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Principal’s Message: 
Grade six students have made it 
through the first quarter of their 
middle school experience.   The 
fi r s t r e p o r t c a r d c a n b e 
intimidating for many students.  
The transition from an elementary 
report card to the middle school 
format is just another challenge 
for students.   It is the first time 
that they are measured by a 
specific average in each course of 
study. Please take the time to 
discuss each class with your child 
to help him or her learn to 
m o n i t o r h i s o r h e r o w n 
performance.   It is a great time to 
use the report card as a tool to set 
realistic goals for continuous 
improvement.  
  
The second quarter will challenge 
students even more as we work 
toward the end of the year.  If you 
find your child needs assistance in 
any subject area, encourage him 
or her to speak with his or her 
teacher, utilize the Learning 
Center, or make an appointment 
wi th Mrs . E lv in to d iscuss 
strategies for improvement.  
Parent-teacher conferences will 
take place in December, but may 
also be scheduled at any time 
during the year by contacting 
Mrs. Elvin or your child’s teacher. 
  
If you have any questions, please 
contact me in the house office at 
4 0 7 - 9 2 1 0 o r b y e m a i l a t 
rmichel@clarenceschools.org

TODAY’S NEWS 
Be Responsible | Be Respectful | Be Your Best

http://clarenceschools.org/domain/773
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Engineering Technology  
This  first  marking  period  in  Engineering  Technology  we  journeyed  into  the 
internet cloud with Google and Schoology. We began with our “What do we use 
Robots for?” project in which we researched a favorite real-life robot. We shared 
the  job  researching  with  our  partner  using  Google  Docs  and  created  a 
presentation using Prezi - a cloud-based presentation software and storytelling 
tool. (Most work in Engineering Technology will be completed and handed in 
electronically using Schoology.)

We just entered the hands-on portion of our Robotics Unit with learning about 
the  different  types  of  mechanisms  we  use  every  day.   We  are  using  VEX 
Robotics to build all of our robots in class.  In the 2nd marking period, we will 
power  up  and  program  our  bots  using  RobotC,  a  C-based  programming 
language, and have our bots perform certain tasks.  Will our robots be taking 
over CMS?  Watch out for them in the halls!

Library  
We’re off to a great year of reading so far! All sixth grade students have made 
their way up to the library with their reading teachers to get their independent 
reading books for quarter 2. Students have been familiarized with how the CMS 
library  is  organized  and  using  the  OPAC  catalog  to  locate  books  of  their 
choosing. If they haven’t done so already, students are encouraged to download 
the FREE OverDrive app to read our CMS ebooks on their personal devices! 
Stop in to see Mrs. Bork if you have questions. 

1965 - 2017 50+ YEARS OF EXCELLENCE �2

English 
Language 
Arts  
During the first quarter ELA students have 
been hard at work on their Making an 
Effective Argument unit.  All students have 
been examining texts closely to identify 
important evidence to support their 
claims.   They have produced some high-
quality writing as a result! Additionally, 
students have been reading a variety of 
short stories and discussing with peers 
whether or not the main character 
possesses courage.   As the students are 
discovering, oftentimes the crucial skill of 
inferring is needed to decide if a 
character is courageous.   All in all, a very 
good quarter . . . but expectations will 
only go up.  Keep working and growing! 

Home & 
Careers   
The first ten weeks have been action-filled 
for Home & Career Skills students.  
Learning activities designed to foster 
independence focused on practical life 
skills.   Students prepared delicious 
recipes (ask them to cook at home!).   In 
t h e k i t c h e n l a b s i x t h g r a d e r s 
demonstrated safe techniques, teamwork, 
and time management while using math 
and reading to interpret recipes. Career 
Exploration required students to practice 
writing and public speaking while 
examining personal strengths, interests, 
and goals.   Beautiful applique pillows 
were created using hand and machine 
stitching as students improved their 
ability to follow instructions.   Classroom 
experiences help students build skills that 
future employers will require. 
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Math 
During Quarter 1, students explored 
the Number System – dividing 
fractions, computing with multi-digit 
numbers, and working with integers 
and the coordinate plane.   Our next 
unit of study will be Ratios and 
Proportional Relationships.   Please 
remind your child to use his/her 
planner and Schoology to keep track 
of due dates for daily and long term 
assignments, especially when they are 
absent.   As a reminder, if students 
need help on a homework assignment 
there are teachers available in the 
Learning Center before, during, and 
after school, in the Math Help Lunch 
Room (off the north cafeteria), and in 
Success Lunch.   Practice of basic math 
facts using XtraMath should continue 
to promote fact fluency. 

Reading  
Sixth grade reading classes have 
reviewed skills and strategies good 
readers use.  Students looked carefully 
at the various strategies and created 
goals for themselves for this year.  

Students had an opportunity to read 
current event stories in SCOPE 
Magazine and practice annotating 
text.   Using note taking skills and the 
look back strategy, they prepared for 
discussions and assessments. 

We are now reading a short story, 
Tuesday of the Other June, and 
focusing on story elements, key ideas 
and details, and how an author uses 
craft and structure to develop a quality 
written piece.  Students are identifying 
text evidence to support their thinking 
w h i l e d e v e l o p i n g c o n s t r u c t e d 
responses to inquiries.

Music 
  General Music 
General Music students should come prepared to class every day with a pencil, 
three-ring binder just for music and five dividers. During the ten-week course, 
students will explore music through listening, multimedia, electric pianos and 
computer recording.

  Band 
The CMS Sixth Grade Band (all 106 members!) is hard at work preparing for its 
first  concert  performance,  which will  take place on Tuesday,  December 5  at 
7:30pm in the CMS Auditorium.   Mr. Stroth has selected some challenging 
music for the group, and they are making great progress so far! 

  Chorus 
Sixth  Grade  Chorus  will  present  our  first  concert  of  the  year  on  Tuesday, 
December 19, at 7:30pm in the middle school auditorium. Students will show 
off  their hard work with a festive selection of songs. Other concerts will be: 
March 21, April 26 and May 22. Please mark your calendars!

  Orchestra 
Sixth  Grade  Orchestra students  performed  well  for  our  October  24 
concert. The  CMS concert  premiere  of  Ninja  was  a  success!  Parents  may 
recognize familiar holiday songs as students practice at home for our December 
concert.  Students  are  working  hard  during  orchestra  class,  yet  daily  home 
practice is important, too.   Daily home practice builds muscle memory and 
reinforces new playing skills and note reading.

Sixth graders chose their independent reading book for Quarter 2.
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Physical Education  
Students  had  a  great  first  quarter  in  Physical  Education.  Activities  included 
soccer, cross country, and flag/sideline football. Quarter 2 units of instruction 
are basketball, fitness, swimming, and floor hockey.

Students are reminded to bring P.E. clothes home once a week for laundering. 
Safety goggles  are required of  all  students  for  the floor hockey unit  (Jan.  3). 
Goggles can be purchased at a local home center. Swim caps are required for the 
swimming unit (Jan. 3) and may be purchased in P.E. for $2.00.  

A beautiful fall day in physical education class for a cross country run. 

Green Day, September 22, 2017. Experiencing the outdoors up close!
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Science 
During the first quarter, we began 
learning how to think scientifically as 
we encounter problems, test out a 
hypothesis and form conclusions. 
Students are currently examining 
i m p o rt a n t c o m p o n e n t s o f a n 
ecosystem and how those factors are 
dependent on each other.   We are 
incorporating the significance of our 
local watershed into our lessons, 
creating a focus on environmental 
awareness and the impact of our 
decisions on the ecosystem we live 
in. Don’t forget to use Schoology 
regularly as a study resource! Each 
science teacher posts regular 
updates, uploads daily notes from 
c l a s s , a n d a s s i g n m e n t s /
announcements are always listed in 
the calendar. 

Social Studies 
Social Studies students in Grade 6 
spent several weeks reviewing basic 
geography skills and discussing 
current events. This was followed by 
a unit on early humans, which 
included the Paleolithic and Neolithic 
Ages. Of special interest to all was 
Otzi the Iceman, a 5,300 year old “ice 
mummy” who was discovered in the 
Otzal Alps in 1992. Students were 
amazed to find out how much 
  information scientists have learned 
from studying Otzi’s body! We will be 
answering the question Was the 
development of agriculture good for 
humans? After, we wi l l begin 
investigating early river valley 
civilizations.
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P.B.I.S. 
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support  

 • A way to create a positive learning community for all  

 • Expected behaviors are defined in the Behavior Expectations Matrix  

 • Recognition of excellent behavior 
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Student Services 
STUDENT SERVICES

As I look around the hallways and pop into classrooms in the sixth
grade house, I see many of our students doing a wonderful job
assimilating to the expectations of middle school. That being said, here are a
few tips that students can utilize for continued success throughout the school
year:
1.  Being organized is key. Continue to check Schoology for homework
assignments and use your agenda to write down assignments and upcoming
activities or appointments. Time management goes hand in hand with
organization. Seeing what assignments you have to accomplish will help you
to determine what you can do during your evening.
2. Take advantage of extra help opportunities within the building.  There are
teachers available in the Learning Center throughout the day, and before
and after school.  Success Lunch is a great way to get caught up on work or
get a head start on assignments.
3. Ask questions. Advocate for yourself when you don’t know something.
This is the only way a teacher or parent can help you if you are unclear about
a topic.
4. Be aware of what is going on in the classroom. A trick to follow is to
remember the acronym SLANT: Sit Up, Look and Lean forward, Ask
questions, Nod your head for understanding, Take notes and Talk with
Teachers.

After the first ten weeks of school, if you or your child still has questions
regarding the transition to middle school, please call me so we can discuss.
407-9210. – Mrs. Kara Elvin, 6th Grade School Counselor
                                          
            

Technology 
H o p e f u l l y s t u d e n t s h a v e 
enjoyed their first classroom 
experience in designing and 
building things with precision.  
All of the projects we have 
done this marking period were 
intended to improve a student’s 
ability to communicate through 
a technical drawing, and 
become more familiar with 
standard procedure for using 
production tools.  Technology 6 
is the introductory course to 
Clarence’s Project Lead the Way 
program, which continues 
through twelfth grade, allowing 
students the opportunity to 
earn college credits while in 
high school. If a student would 
like more opportunities to 
part ic ipate in technology 
activities before seventh grade, 
consider joining Engineering 
Club.   See Ms. Urbanek or Mr. 
Wright for more details. 

Mr. Stillinger’s homeroom display of earned Clarence Cards!


